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New director, big Golden Gate Bridge
show at California Historical Societv
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Glowing bridge exhibition

The Golden Gate Bridge's
7alth anniversary is a very hig
denl. Al the Califtwnin Histor-
ical Society, new Executive Di-
rector Anilvea Hartig wasn't
content with just putting wp an
impressive exhibation inside —
ghe cxpanded the socicty’s trib-
nle oulxide. Two weeks ago the
boilding's dral blue exterior
was painted Intermational Orange, the color Sherwin-
Willimms mixed specifically for (he bridge more than
seven decades g

Harti came to our sttention 4 few waeks ago, after
Chronicle Deputy Managing Editor Meredith White
sttended an event ot the society and met i3 energetic
pew director, who rattled off ber ambitious plans for
the Godden Gate exhibition and beyond, White came
back tothe newsroom excited about the develog-
menis:

I live sear the Historical Sockety amd walch people
walk by the building sl the time, never éven noticing
wha it 1s,” she gays. “I think the vibrant pew cobor s
# sign af how Hartig is golng to change that.”

S4alf writer Sam Whiting was dispatehed o beurn
mare shout Hartig and the exhibition, which includes
o rarely zeen Ansel Adams photo mursl and paint-
irtggs by artists imagiming how the mmrllr.‘h‘dﬂ:ld#
would book, To find out more, see Whiting's story on
Page 14
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COVER STORY

L atata /e Chioscie
When Anthea Hartig became executive director of the California Historical Society, she had
Just four months to monnt the society’s extensive Golden Gate Bridge 75th anniversary show,
which she emphasized by painting the society building the same color orange as the bridge.

Director gives

new meaning
to historical
society’s role

By Sam Whiting

On her first day as executive director of the Califor-
nia Historical Society, Anthea Hartig inherited a
Golden Gate Bridge exhibition that was already be-

hind schedule.

On her desk was a contract obligating CHS to
mount a historic overview introducing a region-wide
75th anniversary celebration for the L7-mile crossing.
There were four months to the opening, and that’s all

she knew.

Interim Director Mary Morganti hazarded a calm-
ing joke. “Well, vou know you could always paint the
building International Orange.”

Hartig, a charismatic ex-
UCLA rower who stands 5 feet
1 in heels and moves with long
strides, gave Morganti s Heok bo
indicate it was too late 1o take
it back. The wheels were lurn-
ing on a concept that would
brillianitly “achieve my goals of
bringing the society's collee-
tions up and out,” says Hartig,.

If you go by CHS today, ina

hardware store
hall a Block away from SFMO-
MA, you can see how far that
little joke went. You'll also see
how far the new director plans
o take this sclerotic state in-
stitution in the direction of "up
and out.”

The sopual, tweo-story build-
ing, heretofore painted blue
with white trim and described
by Hartig as looking like “a
slightly sooty Wedgwoaod piece
that is sitting on your grand-
mother’s shell," is now painted
in the precise shade Morganti

recommended, The bridge
district gave 5 gallons, and iz
supplier, Sherwin-Williams,
mixed up another 20 to match
the span’s tone,

“I want people o say, You
need to see the show in that
orange building,” ~ says Hartig,
“Plus the practical side of me
knows that the building needs
painting.”

A public historian, as op-
prosed 1o an academic histori-
an, Hartig's specialty is in
agving the buill environment.
=1 lewe the smell of rehabilita-
tion,” she says. But she's never
before put on an exhibition,
has never run an organization
of this size and scope, and is
nol sure what the words "his-
torical society™ mean in the
205l penturs,

She started Oct. 10 and scal-
folding has already been up
and down. The front desk,
which resembled a fibrarian's

Exfl Visrchison / Th Clmnicis

California Historical Society curator Jessica Hough and staffer Ernest Jolly look over an Ansel Adams photo mural from the
Golden Gate Bridge, Highway nnd Transportation District admindstration building, part of the society’s hridge exhibition.

San Francisco since 1871, but
that is just the point, 1t's not
the Northern California Histor-
ieal Society.

Dutofall the millions in the
Los Angeles Basin, Hartig
estimates that maybe 2,000
have ever heard of the Califor-
niz Historical Society, and
these are prabably the people
who have taken Kevin Starr's
closs at the University of

Sonthern California, The matio
is better up here. If there are 5
million people in the met- v
ropolitan Bay Area, maybé
5,000 ar 6,000 have heard of
CHS, she puesses, i

Buildup to big weekend

The exhibition that will
muiltiply those numbers opens
today because Feh. a6, 1933,
was the ground-breaking cere-
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mony and parade. There will
b other art displays, mosit
creatively an installation of 17
site-specific commissions at

Fort Point. But “A ' Wild Flight

of the Imagination™ is the only

| one open now for an extended

run — three months of build-
ug ti the big evenl Memorial
Cray weekend, and five months
of afierglow. Ry the lime the
Golden Gate Bridge 7sth anni-

versary show has run its

‘course, Hartig estimates that

75000 people, 0 eoincidental

number, will have come to see

I told my board when they
el i i s all about devimal
points, [Fwe bave 3 500 mem-
biers and there are 15 million
people in the state, we just
need 1o Keep on moving (he

Hartig continues on page 16
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The art treasures of the toll plaza

The Golden Gate Bridge Toll
Plaza is not generally thought
of as a place to stop and study
fine art.

rary

Huush whnm.qumﬂli‘m
in Los Angeles, arrived on the
mhﬂ!ﬁsbmuf'ﬁh—
ston Walf, the cleanup expert
portrayed by Harvey Keitel in
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“I want people to say,
‘You need to see the

Hartig from page 15
decimal point,” she says, That
math appealed to the board, as
did the math in not having fo
mm_&mmmmlm
P = I mm!mm wmmm&ﬂm
Am.» e ummmmhmhwﬂnuﬂhhh director. Her office was in the
the 75th anniversary exhibition “A Wild Flight of the Imaginatia.” ding on Market
Streel, 5o all she had to do was
'Plﬂpﬁkﬂm*-mawur nip}ﬂuuﬂutmxﬁlmd. ternational Orange isn't roll her down Annie
she solves along with those that were real- — enough, they plan to have alley to the society
All Hough had to do was to | ized, in storage at the Environ-  vintage cars parked at CHS for | on Mission Street. :
put together a show for some- | mental Archiveat UC  today's grand opening. And Hartig, who turned 48 last
mellhehnﬂl!‘-mm . A serapbook put to-  because they are historians week, is marrded (o John
familiar with the bridge, but er by an fromworker before — and curators, they are verify Swiecki, community devel-
also familiar with its errone- fell to his death from the span ing “that the cars actually opment director for the city of
ous assumptions.. was uncovered af the Labor drove over the bridge on May Brishane. They own a classic
“People think it is called the Archives & Research Centerat 28, 1937, the day it opened to California Eichler in San Ma-
Golden Gate because the bridge | San Francisco State University.  vehicle traffic,” Hough says. teo. Their boys, and
i ealled that, not because it of Today's free reception Cameron, will go through the
spans the Golden Gate,” No end of ephemera will feature a swingbandand | California public school sys-
whio lived in Oakland In addition to paintings and  dancers. Hough and Hartig will tmjtmﬁketbeh'mnnididmll
for two years while director of there are cables and e reeognizable in 1930 dress. the way through her Ph.Ib. in
the Mills College Art Museum, rivets, tool belts and tools, and  They will be on the lookout for LS. history from UC River-
“They don't realize that the brochures. Back in the day, an official sombrero from the side.
landscape, that aperture, had an Sﬂnmmpm Golden Gate Bridge Fiesta which Hartig is on her eighth busi-
important and extensive life center, so there is no end of Iasted a week in 1937, ness card, md"ldnﬁtinuw:l‘
before the bridge was buill to ephemera hyping the bridge. That is the one artifact l'l'ﬂdlmrmure.*ﬂw
span it. They also At this point, ‘might  Hough was unable to locate. M:ybcnnenrtnn."ﬂi:tsh's
think the bridge should be gold.” be the tap expert on the Gold- So if you have an official Fiesta | not going anywhere until she
Of the 200 itemns in the show, en Gate, “I got my certification  sombrero to loan, bring it. She | has a good answer to her own
more than half are borrowed. wvery quickly,” she says will make a place for it in the question, “What is a historical
Acting on leads provided by Hartig and Hough make  exhibition. m society?” m
volunteer bridge district histori- | quite a team — one tall, one
ﬁod:.!-hqhm:ged all qumi'intbﬁnh;ingbig.m m&amw ﬁwﬁ:@ffwm
. o RS equal Whiting euriter: Wihiting ki
the grandiose architectural de- If a building painted In- sfehronicle.com sfehronicle.com



