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Next step
for green
pioneer

Leader in sustainability reaches
from S.F. to Walmarl to NASA

it happened decades ago, and what's done is well
past dome, but William MeDonough still grows spir-
ited as he recalls the specter of Richard Meier looking
over his shoulder.

MeDonough was i
master’s degree stu-
elenit in the Schoolof
Architecture al Yale
Uiniversity; Meier
was arevered mod-
ernist with a refined
palate ol white metal
and elear glass.
MeDomouwgh was
working on a design
for what would be a
solar-heated honse
in Ireland, and Meier
was underwhelmed.

“Richard Meier
told me, Young man,
solar energy has
nothing to do with architeeture,” " MeDonough re-
called this week, leaning forward conspirutorially in
his firm’s small San Francisco office, “He putmeina
guandary: What am 1 supposed todo?”

The answer has proved to be expansive: buildings
and products and an overall quest for what might be
called “sustainable abundance” —a world where the
growth of cities and societies is heneficial to nature,
rather than destructive to the environment. McDo-
nough, 61, has ereated the equivalent of s multiplat-
form brand in Earth-friendly design, forging part-
nerships with the ikes of Brad Pitt and Walmart at
the same time he presides over a 25-person architec-
ture firmy in Charlottesville, Va.
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Bill MeDonough aml his firm worked on UCSF Medical Center at Mission Bay, scf to open bn 2015
Inset; The frm's research building for NASA ar Moffett Field, named Sustainability Rase,
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MeDomough's varded
worlds overlap this week
11 San Franciseo. On
Thursday af Moscons
Cenfer, hewill ghveacon
cluding speech at Green-
baild, a conference with
A5, 000 attendess hosted
by thve Uniblend Suites
Green Building Cowneil,
Om Wednesday night, by
contrast, he's the subject
of a fundraising tribute
for his Cradie to Cradle
Products Innovation
Institution; Hekets start ai
1,0m00 amnd the master of
ceremonics is Susan Sa-
randon, Hewillbe in-
trocdueed by Meryl Streep,
who has known him since
thedr days an Yale,

Declsion makers

[Bast to MelDonough —
whois on Walmart's ad-
visory bourd and has been
trvobved with the World
Econornic Forum in Da-
vos, Switzerland, since
2002 — environmental-
ism will be embraced only
iTthe meessige resonabes
with decision makers and
the public,

For instanes: =1 chon't
say sustainable,” | say
‘sustainable growth, It's
anactioe thing,” MeDo-
nough said during an
interview Monday morn-
ing before heading off to
give a talk to Novth Face
emplovess on his destgn
philosophy. = *Sastain-
ahle' sounds baring, not
Fevned, not jazey amd
coal.”

[Hits viffs can take a glib
turm, as when he de-
scribes how “hefore we
talk about poosystem
design, we have (o talk
abotit epo-system man
agement.” Bul veleran
practitioners of “green”
design praise MeDae
resugh for lis early ability

Willlam
McDonough

1851: Soan in Japan. Father
s a languages officerin the
LLS Ay,
1978: Esrns mastar's de-
pree from Yale Schocl of
Architec tung

1981: Opans Gesign firmin
My Yiork

1992: McDonoughand
German chemist Michael
Braungar release “The
Hannaver Principles,” a
mine-paint philosophy with
such targets as “eliminate
the conceot of waste.”
1996: Dean of architecture
at University of Virginia |
Charlotteswlle remains his
Dase after e stegs down in
Haa

1997 Gap bullding opens
¥ San Bnumo

2002: Publication of “Cra- |
dlie to Cradie: Remaking
thie Way We Make Things”
by MeDoncugh and Braun-
gart. Redesign of Ford
Motor Co.'s River Rouge
plant cutside Detrodt in-
cludes a10-aore living rood,
the nation's Largest
2006: after Hurrhcana
Katrina, Brad Pitt and
MeDoncugh found Make it
Right to halp Mew Orleans”
lood-ravaged Minth Ward.
Tha target s 150 new hous- ‘

es; as of August 2012, B&
have been built

2009: Cradie Lo Cradle
Progucts innovation In-
stitute establishedin San
Francisco

tointerest corporate cli- |
enils in a Beld that pracii-
tiomers such as Meier
dismissed with a shrug, |
One example is in San
Frunda, where MeDo-
nough's Airm designedan |
office building for Gap [
Ine., whichopened in 9oy |
with energy-conserving
toches that include 2
o0 sguare - fool rool
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

Green pioneer
sets sights on

global goals

covered in native grasses.
Such features now are
relatively common on
niew green buildings;
then, aned o that seale,
they were all but non-
existert

| “Significant pluneer’

“Eill really was a signif-
feant ploneer in this
world,” said William
Leddy ol the San Francis-
o firm Laddy Mayvium
Stacy, known forits em-
phasis on sustainable
ilesign, "He's a good sales-
e, charismatic and well
apoken, and that's part of
his strengih,”

The San Franeisco
offiee of William MeDo-
nough =« Partners opened
in 2006, & ninth-Moor
perch on Post Street with
tall wincows that let inair
and natural lght, This is
the only oulpost beyond
Charlottesville, and it has
led tosnich Jocal projects
ai & new research haild-
ireg for MASA at Moffen
Field that opened in April
and bears the name Sus-
tainahility Basse,

Thowgh MeDonough
describes the curving
sibver metal structure as
nothing bess than “NASA's
first space stdion on
Earih," most of the conser-
vation measures are found
in other green buildings,
o sien shackes and selar

& |¢‘.'

paneds to the use of native
Innelscaping.

The mnost umusual
touch is a “forward osmo-
sigwater recyoling sys-
tem.” Recyeled water is
purified to the quality
bevel of drinking water,
althongh state regulations
ablow it to be used only for
such purposes as todlet
Mushing

MeDonough acknow] -
edged “toilet to tap, that's
a PR problem,” but point-
el ot that full rewse is
allowed in Singapore
(“they call it “new water™ ™)
and sugrested that the
MNASA budlding's innova-
tion might someday be
nevepbed here: " We're
doing what Buckminster
Fuller would have called
‘anticipatory design,’
griting ahead of the
curve.”

Cradie to Cradle

Oiher local projects
include the block-long
UCSF Medical Centerat
Mission Bay, which
MeDonough's firm
wirked on in associntion
with lead architect Stan-
tee. Itis sel toopen in
B

But the indtintive thad
seems to stir McDo-
notgh’s enthustazm the
mast is what he calls Cra-
dle to Cradle design

The conerpt was devel-
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Willinm McDonough calls Sustainability Base at Moffett Fleld “NASA' first space station on Earth.” s

| most wnusual feature might be its water recyeling system.
| oped with German chem-

ist Michael Braungart. o
lomgtime associnte. 1§ seeks
togo bevond recyeling
toward a world where
products cam be eormpsost -
edwhen no longer needed,
af taken apart, then put o
new use — an endbess loop
that MeDonoagh likens to
a natural forest's ahility to
maintain itselfin perpetu-

The phrase “cradle o
cradle” is mow traclemark -
ed, and there is g oertifica-
thn process similar to the
Green Building Coancil's
Leadershipin Energyand
Envirommental Design
rankings, or LEED, But
where LEED has gained
traction — many cities,
San Franciseo inchuded,
reqquire that large new
commercial builkdings be
LEED certified — Cradle
to Cradbe remains a niche
designation used by rela
thvely few manufacturers.

“MeDonough's right
that we nesd to make
products as environ-
mentally benign as pos-
sible but .. | haven't heard
much about Cradie to
Cradle” as an industry
standard, aaid James
Russell, author of the 201
hook “The Agile City:
Building Well-Being and
Wealth in an Era of Cli-
mute Chamge,” For siart-
ers, "Figuring out the

entire life-cyele of a prod-
uet has proven to be really
difficult to do,”

Certification

With the Cradleto
Cradle Products Innova-
tion Institute, the subgjec
of Wednesday's fundrais-
er, the hope is to structure
and distribute the certifi-
cation process insuch a
way that i can be putto
s by product designers
arross the spectrum. The
institute is based in San
Franciecoand exisis in
part because then-Giov,
Armobd Schwarzenegoer
im 20 challenged MWeDe-
nough to make the review
process into & widely
available tool.

As Tar aa MeDonough
is comoermed — and this is
it halbmark of his career —
large-scale transforma-
thon is just avound the
O,

“I'mifin. 've been doing
this 20 vears,” he said of
the effort o think ata
systermibe level hevond the
design of indnvidual basild-
Iz " Ir'1 ke amvother 20
years, | know that,”
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