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Family of Warren Weinstein, U.S. citizen held
by al-Qaeda, tries to ‘keep hoping’

Mikki Kahn/The Washington Post- From left, Alisa Weinstein, 40, her mem Elaine Weinstein, 70, and sister
Jennifer Coakley, 42, in Rockville, Maryland. The family are waiting for the safe return of Warren Weinstein, 72,
who has been held captive since August 2011 in Pakistan.
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When Flaine Weinstein’s phone rang at 10 p.m. that August night in 2011, she answered
automatically, thinking it could only be her husband, who called every night from Pakistan
to say good night.

“Warren has been kidnapped,” she heard her husband’s boss say.
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It would be months before Warren
Wieinstein's reletives reslized the Rockoeille
man had been taken bostage by al-Oaeda,
enaking him the only U5, ctizen known to
be beld by the termorist group.

The Montgoenery Coanty family has since
grieved and peayed in sllence, worrked that
radsing Weinstein's profile could pat him in
greater jeopandy, But after & video and
Bandwritten note from the $2-year-obd
Weinstein emnerged last week, kis wife and
daughers decided to plead publicly for his
rebease for the first time and discoss the
ordeal his refatives have endured for mone
than two years.

The message released on Christmas Day wes
the third Weinstein video distributed by al-
Craeda, Looking forlorn, sporting & scragsly
gray beard and naticeably missing a tooth,
Weinsteln s recorded pleading with
President Obama aml Secretary of State
John F. Kerry to malke “hard cholors® i
secure his release.

“It jast hurts,” Elaine Weinstein said. "It
ke he's so chose and [ can't get o him.®

For the famdly, ench video brings an
overwhelming mix of elaticm and raw térror.

“It's wery emotional being able to hear his
wodee,” the Welnsteins' daughter Aliss, 40,
said Tuesday in an nterview, spealking
alemgside ber maother and sister, fennifer,
“Bat it's also realizing that we're in the
middbe of sonvetking much bigger than pe”

Soon after geting & doctorate degres from
Columbia University in 1970, Warren
Weinstein goa bis first job as o development
consultant overseas asd fell in love with
expatriste life In challenging places.

While his daughters wene growing up, he
took oaly short-term assignments that
would not take him away from his family for
long, or postings on which they coald join

him.

Weinstein turned postcand writing into an
art, sending his wife and daughers carefully
written dispatches from every niew place he
visited.

“We hiave codles and oodles of posteards,”
Alia Weinstein said. “Thene was usaally a
stary that had to do with the place he was

visiting. He wouldn't just say, "Wish you wene here.’ There was always & histary lesson”™

During the éarly yiars, before thent was é-mail or Skype, Warren Weinstein would ask
homebound colleagues and travelers be ran inbo in remobe areas 1o call his wife or knock oa
her door when they could, seeking to rexssure her that be was doing well. When the girls
were a bit alder, the family moved o Africa, where Weinstein managed Peace Corps
programs. He immersed himself into the cultare and rhytbm of each pew place, fitting in

almost like a bocal, relatives said.
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His job in Pakistan, where he was country director for JLE. Austin Associates, a development
firm, was & dream comse tree, his wife and daughters sald. He quickly fell in bove with the
oountry and its people, feeling 5o safe and weloone that be did not think twice about taking
his visiting wife and daughter Alisa to remote villages, where they saw his work promoting
the dairy industry and agricalture,

‘Weingtein was kidnapped just days before he was scheduled to leave Pakistan. As he was
packing up, he told Alisa that he had mixed feclings sbouat departing. He was eager to spend
mare time at home with his two grandchildren but sad to close a fulfilling chapter of his life.

*It's wrenching for mé 1o leave Bere,” he tald his dasghter over o Gmail chat. "This plass has
became home.”

After Weinsbein was taken hostage, Jeanifer Coakley, Weinstein's other daughter, had to
find & substle way to explain to her daughter, then in elementary school, why Grandpa was
no longer calling regalardy on Skape o say hello, Her daughter bad some toagh questions no
o could answer: Do they et him eat? Is he clean? Can he go cutside?

Geverament afficials hive tobd the family they ane doing evervthing is thefr power to bring
Weinstein back, bat his wife and dagghters have not been given detailed information about
the investigation inio his kidnapping.

“Wi keep being told that everyvthing that can be done ks being done,” gaid Coakdey, 42, "This
Is & man who spent his whole life serving people and devoted all bis time and snergy to
helping praple.”

In exchange for Weinstein's release, al-Oacda has denasnded that the United States halt
airstriles fn Pakistan, Afghanistan, Somalia and Yemen. It has also asked for the release of
al-Craeda and Taliban members in U5, custody. The Obama administration has sabd i3 will
not negotiste with al-Qaeda,

“Wie've long sald we don't make conoessions to people who kidnap U8, citizens.” Marie
Harl, & State Department spokeswoman, sabd this week.

Christopher Voss, a former FBI agent who has worked on high-profile idnapping
investigations, said the laiest message appeaned to represent an effort by al-Queda o raise
the profile of their captive,

smverTrurn: “Al-OQueda = frosrrated,” esid Voss, 5
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Within the circumstances, Vass sald, the kidnappérs appear to be aftémpling 1o "make
themselves to book liloe they're neasonable and humanitarian.™

Weinsbein's latest message conlained a request experts in kidnappings called
unprecedented. He sald his captors were willing to let his family visit him in captivity if the
Obama adminkstration began releasing prisoners. That was a sure sign that the message was
carefully scripted by al-Qaedn, said Rita Katz, the director of the Site Intelligence Group,
which monitors jikadist propaganda.

“Where would they visit him?" ghe said. “Pakistan? With al-Qaeda fghters standing by him?
Extremely unlikely he would propase such a thing and pat them in harm's way."

‘Weinstein's wife sald she holds oat kope that her husband will return soon. She is never
away from ker phone. She koeps a tolletry bag packed in her bathreom, thinking it will save
il If she ever has to run out oo & moment's noties to meet kim.

‘The family has tried to remain strong duaring the holidays and the milestones Wieinstein has
missed. He was nof there for his 45tk anniversary or his wife's 2oth birthday, which the
fxmdly chose to mark with a low-key dinner,

“When I'm about to lose hape, I think about him and what be would want us to do,” Alisa
said.

“He would want as to keep hoping.® her sister said. “He's the #ternal optimist.”



